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ANNUAL REPORT 



The Dante Society, having been formally organized 
on February ii, 1881, completed twenty-five years of 
existence in 1906. At the annual meeting, on May fif- 
teenth, there was no special observance of the anniver- 
sary ; but the chief subject of discussion, as it happened, 
was not inappropriate to the occasion. .Professor Geddes 
read a careful report dealing with the present diffusion 
of knowledge of Dante in America, both in the academic 
world and among the general reading public ; and Pro- 
fessor Norton spoke of the reasons why the interest in 
Dante should be permanent. It appears from the Secre- 
tary's records that only four of the members present in 
1906 — Professor Norton, Professor Hart, Dr. Knapp, 
and Mr. Woodbury — also attended the first meeting in 
Craigie House in 1881, although several other charter 
members still retain a connection with the Society. No 
one who consults the archives of the Society will fail 
to be chiefly impressed by the losses it has sustained in 
its first quarter of a century. Yet the studies which it 
fosters are probably more than ever of living interest, 
its resources of scholarship are great, and its opportuni- 
ties for usefulness are not diminished. 



XX ANNUAL REPORT 

The principal publications issued by the Society have 
been the Concordances edited by Dr. Fay and Professor 
Sheldon, beside which it is hoped that the Latin Con- 
cordance, now being prepared for the press by Professor 
Rand, may soon take its place. The papers which 
accompany the present Report are concerned with the 
uses of all these works. Professor McKenzie's essay is 
a study of the various methods employed in such com- 
pilations, and Professor Norton's examination of the 
vocabulary of the Vita Nuova shows some of the services 
that concordances may render to literary criticism. 

Members of the Society are reminded that copies of 
Professor Sheldon's Concordance can be supplied by the 
Secretary for the original subscription price of seven 
dollars, with a small additional charge for express. 

The Dante Prize was awarded in 1906 to Mr. Chan- 
dler Rathfon Post, of the Harvard Graduate School, for 
an essay on The Beginnings of the Influence of Dante in 
Castilian and Catalan Literature. 

FRED NORRIS ROBINSON 

Secretary 
May 13, 1907 



